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H ZkUpog, vnoi Tou KevTpikoU Alyaiou, €xel anoTeAEdsl Ta TeAeuTaia
dekaTéooepa xpovia, TOMo nou o BaciAng Kapakatodvng nepva peydAa
Xpovika diaotnuata. O YXwPog Tou HIKPOG, Onw¢ & n nAsiowngia Twv
SKUpIQVWV  OMITIOV, €XEl anoTeA&écel  padnua ‘AIToTnTag’, TOCO OTN
KabnuepIvoOTNTA, 0G0 & OTOV TPOMO OKEWNG TOU.
H avaykn kataypa®ng otov KapBa Tou BEpatog ‘ZkUpog’ Tov anacyxOAnoe
noAAG xpovia, O Tponog & n mpoondbeia NTAv n ano®uyn TnG NePIyPAPnG
and Tnv np®TN avayvwon & n €niAoyrn CUYKEKPIYEVWV OTOIXEIWV TOU XWPOU,
NG Adoypagiag, Twv avlpwnwv, npdyuarta rnou anoTéAeoav  To
ouvaiodinUaTIka QOPTIOHEVO & onueloAoyikd AITO, UAIKO Tng ‘Tomioypagiag’
Tou.
H ypaoen Tou KapakaTtodvn, €xel & €dw Tn OCUVENEID TWV MPONYOUHEVWYV
xpovwv (On Wall 2002) - (Urban Details 2011) - (Carpets 2, 2015), ue
anoTéEAECUa TNV anoTunwaon TNG €vrovng ouvaiodnuaTikoTnTag & BIWUATIKAG
TOU OX€0NG, ME TNV OUYKEKPIPEVN IXVNAATNON, KOOKiviopa 6a pnopouoe
KAVEIC va xapakTnpioel, TNV €MAoyrn TV OToIXEiwv, Jéoa and Tnv nAnbwpa
TOU npayuartikoU XYwpou, nou enéAe€e oe HIKpO apiBud épywv, va
anoTun®OoEl.

L]
Over the past fourteen years, Skyros, an island in the central Aegean, has
been a place where Vassilis Karakatsanis has spent long periods of time. The
space he inhabits there is small, like the majority of Skyrian houses, and
constitutes a lesson in austerity, in terms both of everyday life and the
artist’s way of thinking.

The need to capture on canvas the subject of “Skyros” had been on
Karakatsanis’s mind for many years. The way he chose to do this was to
avoid describing things at first sight, but rather to choose certain features of
the space, folk tradition and the people; all this formed the emotionally
charged and semantically sparse material of his landscape painting.

Karakatsanis’s style displays here the consistency of previous years - On
Wall (2002), Urban Details (2011), Carpets 2 (2015). The result is the
rendering of his intense emotional and experiential relationship with this
particular exploration. One might describe it as a sifting through the plethora
of features at his disposal, before selecting the ones he has portrayed in a
limited number of paintings.
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‘MeTaicOnoeig’

EkTOG ano Ta BIopaATa Kal TIG UVAMPEG MOU AMOKTA Kaveig and &vav
TONO, UNAPYXOUV KAl Ol PETAIOONOEIG Nou dnuioupyolvTal JE TOV XPOVO,
KaB®¢ auTeég ouvduaoTIKa npokalouvTal and  EVTUNMOEIS  Kal
naparnpnosig, and CUVEIPPOUG Kal CUOXETIOHOUG, Ol onoiol agopouv
NoIKIAOUG TPONOUG JIEPYAcI®V Kal AEITOUPYIWY TOU UMOGUVEISHTOU.

O BaoiAng Kapakatodvng éxel €miAéEel €vav TETOIO TOMO, MOU TOV
npocodiopilel PHE TO YEWYPAPIKO TOU OTiyHa, MPOKEINEVOU (pavTaciakd
va TOV anoyeiwaoel Ki auTtdg dev eival aAhog and Tnv ZkUpo.

To alyaionghayiTiko auTd vnai yiveral yia Tov KaAAMITEXVN, O WITOG TNG
Apiadvng, NpPOKEINEVOU va €I0EABEI, va avTANOel Kal €IKAOTIKA va
JeTanAdosl oToixsia and Ta svdOTEpa Tou TOMOU Kal Tou "sauTou",
€pooov kal ol dU0 auTég napapetpol €dw TauTifovtal. 'ETol, TO
YEWYpa®Ikd OTiyua TnG SkUpou, HeTappdleTal O €vav GUOXETIOUO
HabnuaTik®V Kal QUOIKWV OpwV, MOU 0UCIacTIKa anokabnAwvel Tnv
SkUpo, WETATPENOVTAG TNV, MECA anod auTta Ta €pya, oc pia "yewdeoia"
a100n0EWV, OVEIPIKWV KATAOTACEWY KAl anoppowy TNG MVAHNG.

O BaociAng KapakaTtodvng, OvTag NAvTOTE E£0WTEPIKA OUVEMNG HE
npoyevéatepa oTadia TnG OOUAEIAG TOU, OTNV OUYKEKPIPEVN €vOTNTA
XPNOILONOIEl £va PEIKTO Kal NPoownikd Hop@onAacTikd AgEIAOyIo, nou
nepiAapBavel, ekTd6G and Tnv Ik TOU uUQoAoyid, HETOUCIWHEVA
oTOIXEia TOU VEO-QWRIoHOU, TNG XEIPOVOUIAKAG AUPIKAG a@aipeong, TnNG
SUVANIKAG YPAPng Tou €ENpeaioviopoU Kal TNG VEo-non KouATtoupagc.

Me apxikd €vauopa Tnv odoinopia (Mpayparikn Kai pavraciakn) yia va
KATAKTNOEl Kal va anodwoel eKQpacTika To vnoi, Jéoa and Ta paTia
Tou MualoU kal Tng kapdidg Tou, aAAG kal pEoa and TIg
OUCOWPEUONEVEG €V Tw METAEU pvnApeg Tou, o  Lwypdagog
dianpaypateleTal e 0i0TPO, OPICHEVA aAvayvwpiciya MoTiBa, onwg
eival Ta xapakTnpioTikd aypoTika unodnuarta, Ta "Tpoxadia", nou
Bupifouv NoAU Ta apxaloeAAnvika nediAa. Ta "Tpoxadia" onuartodoTouv
TAuTOXPOVWG WETPA, PEYEBN KI AnNoCTACEIG YIa TOV OIKEIO, aAAG Kal Tov
aevawg NPWTOPAVEPWTO KOOPO TOou vnaolou. AAAa poTiBa avagopdg
€ival Ta XpWHPATA Kal Ta OXNKATA TWV KEPAMIKWV TNG ZKUPOU, ONwgG
€niong ol OTEYEG TWV OMITIOV TNG WE Ta yKpila, Ta Aeuka kal Ta okolUpa
avbpaki  Toug xpwpata, nou JlAUOPPWVOUV  PECA and  Ta
wuyoouvaiodnuaTika @iATpa Tou KaAAITEXVN, napddofeg, PuBUIKEG
OKAKIEPEG.

MeTOUOIOVOVTAG AUTEG TOU TIG MOAUXPOVEG €MNEIPIEG Kal  TIG
OUCOWPEUPEVEG TOU HVNMEG, o BaoiAng Kapakartodvng, dnuioupyei
€pya Pe JOVNOEIG, ApHOVIKEG aAVTIOTIEEIG, dUVAMIKN YpaA®r KI EVTACEIG,
npocoBETOVTAG HE MOINTIKO TPOMO TIG EAEYEIEG KAl TNV VOOTaAyia Tou yia
€vav TONo ovelpikd Kal Tnv idia OTIYUr) Npaypariko, nou Tov Tagideuvel,
Kabwg ki 0 id10G WG UNEP-OUVEIBNTOTNTA, HETANOPPWOVETAl OTO €DW KAl
OTO €KEI TNG ouTomiag, WEoA MAVTOTE ano TIG MOIKIAEG, 00O Kal TIG
noAueninedeg OWelg TNG B€aong, ol onoieg nepIAapBavouv padi kai Tig
unepBAaceig TNG.

AOnva xiva
KpiTikOG & IoTOpIKOG TEXVNG
ABnva, Iavoudpiog 2017
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“After-sensations”

Besides the experiences and memories one acquires from a certain
place, there are also the after-sensations which emerge in time, as
they are produced from a combination of impressions and
observations, associations and correlations which concern the
various ways in which the subconscious functions and processes
information.

The place Vassilis Karakatsanis has chosen to define geographically
and then elevate to another sphere through his imagination is none
other than Skyros.

This Aegean island becomes, for the artist, the thread of Ariadne,
allowing him to enter, absorb and artistically reshape elements from
the interior of the place and the “self”, since both these parameters
here are one and the same. Thus, Skyros’s geographical identity is
translated into a correlation between mathematical and physical
terms, which essentially demystifies it, transforming it, through
these works, into a “geodesy” of sensations, dreamlike states and
emanations from memory.

Vassilis Karakatsanis, being always internally consistent with earlier
stages of his work, uses, in this group of works, a mixed and very
personal morphoplastic vocabulary, which includes, besides his own
established style, transformed elements of neo-fauvism, gestural
lyrical abstraction, the dynamic gesture of expressionism and neo-
pop culture.

Having chosen the method of hiking (whether real or imaginary) in
order to make the island his own and then render it through the
eyes of his mind and his heart, as well as through the memories
that accumulated meanwhile, the painter, showing great inspiration,
works with certain recognizable motifs, such as the typical rural
shoes called “trochadia”, which are reminiscent of ancient Greek
sandals. The “trochadia” also act as markers for measures, sizes
and distances in the familiar yet eternally novel world of the island.
Other reference motifs include the colors and shapes of Skyrian
ceramics, and the roofs of houses with their grey, white and dark
charcoal colors, which, through the artist’s psycho-emotional filters,
emerge as paradoxical, rhythmical chessboards.

By transforming these years-long experiences and accumulated
memories of his, Vassilis Karakatsanis creates works with vibrations,
harmonious counterpoints, dynamic gestures and tensions,
poetically adding his elegies and his longing for a dreamlike, and at
the same time real, place, which will take him on a journey, as he
himself, as a super-consciousness, is transformed in the here and
there of utopia, always through the varied and multifaceted aspects
of viewing, which also include its transcending.

Athina Schina
Art Critic and Art Historian
Athens, January 2017
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BagiAng Kapakarodavng
‘Trewypa@iko pRkog & nAdarog 24.5658 / 38.9068’

Aiapkeia: 17 IouAiou - 15 ZenTtepBpiou 2017
And TiG 17 IouAiou £€wg TIG 15 ZenTepBpiou 2017, 0TOUG XWPOUG TOU AnHapxeiou
ZkUpou, Napoucialeral PEPOG TNG EKBEANG HE TITAO ‘TEWYPAPIKO HAKOG & NAGTOG
24.5658 / 38.9068' Tou {wypapou BaciAn Kapakatcavn.

O Cwypapog EeTuAiyel HEPOG TNG DOUAEIAG TOU, MOU apopa TNV €IKACTIKN KATaypagr Tng
SkUpou KaTa Tn diapkeia Tou 2016 & 2017, 0TOUG XWPOUG Epyaciag Tou Anpapxeiou, Xwpig
emntndgucn oTnv avaptnon Twv €pywv & pe okond auta, va anoteAécouv avandonacTo
aiodnTIKA KOMKATI TNG KABNUePIVOTATAG TwV £PYAlOMEVWY, TWV OUVAAAQCOOOHUEVWY MOAITOV
HE TIG UNNPeCieg Tou AfoU & PUOIKA TWV EMIOKENTWV.

To Anuapxeio, peraTtpeneTal yia duo PRAVEG, O eKBE0IAKO XWPO HE TA €pya £vOG oUYXPOVOU
'‘EAANvVa kaAAITExvn, otn npoondBsia va aAAdagel n ‘anpoocwnn’ oyn Tou dNUOCIOU KTIpiou
oTav ol TOiX0l TOU KOOMOUVTdl and £pya TEXvNG, dlapoppwvovtag afiec os OAoug,
KivnTonolwvrtag  Tnv emBupia yia €peuva, anodoxn n andppiyn, dnuioupyia &
npoBANKaTiouo.

Vassilis Karakatsanis
‘Longitude & Latitude 24.5658 / 38.9068’

Duration: July 17*" - September 15", 2017
From the 17th of July until the 15th of September 2017, at the City Hall of Skyros,
the artist Vassilis Karakatsanis will be exhibiting his work
under the title ‘Longitude & latitude 24.5658 / 38.9068’.

The artist displays part of his work regarding a visual record of Skyros throughout the
years of 2016 and 2017, at the work place of the City Hall. The paintings are placed in the
most unpretentious way, so they will be an integral aesthetic part of the everyday life of
employees, trading citizens that seek for the services of the municipality and of' course
visitors. For two months the City Hall will be transformed into an exhibition center,
hosting the work of a contemporary Greek artist, in attempt to change the "impersonal"
face of a public building by decorating its walls with fine art, molding values, stimulating
the will for research, acceptance or rejection, creation and concern.



‘Longitude & Latitude-Skyros-No1.” 140X093 cm. monotype, acrylic, gouache & oil on canvas 2016 City Hall, Skyros, Greece



L. iih ol SRE- | |

‘Longitude & Latitude-Skyros-No2.” 140X093 cm. monotype, acrylic, gouache & oil on canvas 2016 City Hall, Skyros, Greece



‘Longitude & Latitude-Skyros-No3.” 140X093 cm. monotype, acrylic, gouache & oil on canvas 2016






‘Longitude & Latitude-Skyros-No5.” 100X100 cm. acrylic, gouache & oil on canvas 2016, private collection, Skyros, Greece
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‘Longitude & Latitude-Skyros-No6.” 100X070 cm. acrylic, gouache & oil on canvas 2016 private collection, Halkida, Greece
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‘Longitude & Latitude-Skyros-No7.” 100X070 cm. acrylic, gouache & oil on paper, mounted on canvas 2017 private collection, Aegina, Greece



‘Longitude & Latitude-Skyros-No8.” 060X050 cm. monotype & mixed media on cardboard 2017



‘Longitude & Latitude-Skyros-No09.” 060X050 cm. monotype & mixed media on cardboard 2017



‘Longitude & Latitude-Skyros-No10.” 027X040 cm. mixed media on paper 2017 private collection, Skyros, Greece
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‘Longitude & Latitude-Skyros-No11.” 070X050 cm. mixed media on paper 2017 private collection, Silkeborg, Denmark



‘Longitude & Latitude-Skyros-No12.” 040X030 cm. mixed media on canvas 2017 private collection, Athens, Greece



‘Longitude & Latitude-Skyros-No13.” 040X030 cm. mixed media on canvas 2017 private collection, Athens, Greece



‘Longitude & Latitude-Skyros-No14.” 040X030 cm. mixed media on canvas 2017 private collection, Athens, Greece



‘Longitude & Latitude-Skyros-No15.” 040X030 cm. mixed media on canvas 2017 private collection, Athens, Greece
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‘Longitude & Latitude-Skyros-No16.” 040X030 cm. mixed media on canvas 2017 private collection, Athens, Greece



‘Longitude & Latitude-Skyros-No17.” 040X030 cm. mixed media on canvas 2017 private collection, Athens, Greece
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‘Longitude & Latitude-Skyros-No18.” 040X030 cm. mixed media on canvas 2017 private collection, Athens, Greece




»
‘--........

ik

‘Longitude & Latitude-Skyros-No19.” 025X020 cm. monotype, acrylic, gouache & oil on canvas 2017 private collection, Athens, Greece
‘Longitude & Latitude-Skyros-No20.” 025X020 cm. monotype, acrylic, gouache & oil on canvas 2017 private collection, Athens, Greece



‘Longitude & Latitude 24.5658 / 38.9068-Skyros’ monotype, acrylic, gouache & oil on paper 048X033 cm. 2017 private collection, Athens, Greece
‘Longitude & Latitude 24.5658 / 38.9068-Skyros’ monotype, acrylic, gouache & oil on paper 048X033 cm. 2017 private collection, Athens, Greece
‘Longitude & Latitude 24.5658 / 38.9068-Skyros’ monotype, acrylic, gouache & oil on paper 048X033 cm. 2017 private collection, Athens, Greece
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‘Longitude & Latitude - Skyros — No24’ 050X040 cm. acrylic, gouache & oil on canvas 2019 private collection, Skyros, Greece



